
Dear FPC Family 

As you are undoubtably aware, Governor Baker announced on Monday that churches 
can resume holding live worship services with a limited capacity, and if a number of 
guidelines and best pracAces are met.  

As an Elder board, we have been wrestling with this idea throughout the week. Last 
night we met to consider whether now is the right Ame to reopen or not. While it would 
be wonderful to see those who could aFend and to worship together, the state 
guidelines make it clear that this experience would not be anywhere close to what we all 
love about worshipping as a church body at First Pres.  In addiAon, there conAnue to be 
many unknowns about the Covid-19 virus.  

As some other states are opening up ahead of us there have been (and will be) increases 
in the numbers of new cases and deaths (which will increase the chances of someone 
contracAng the virus during worship). We do not believe that the benefits outweighs the 
risks of worshiping together (in such a limited manner).  We do not feel that rushing to 
open is the wise or best way for us to ‘love our neighbor’. For those reasons, we have 
decided to delay opening for public worship.  

We will conAnue to stream the service and make improvements to the quality of the 
producAon as we are able. (The topic of reopening will be a conAnuing dialogue as a 
Session to determine when is the best Ame to reopen). Your church staff is diligently 
working on a detailed opening plan to implement when it is appropriate to do so. 

We ask you to pray for wisdom and for the Lord’s leading in this, teaching each of us 
what he would have us learn during this difficult and trying Ame. 

The Session


